Web typology

As agreed at our meeting of 11 September, I have been cruising around the IPGRI web site trying to come up with a typology of pages. I have been looking primarily for shared purposes, that is, what kind of information is the page trying to present. This is more important than the details of that information. 

The point of the typology is to come up with a minimum number of types of page that will deliver the different kinds of information we want to offer within a consistent look. This can act as a partial brief for a redesign.

These are the types I identified: 

· Home pages, for IPGRI and Regional offices

· Introductory information, eg to programmes and projects, networks in each region (all currently different), access to databases

· Much longer pages, often content shovelled in from other sources.

· Lists, eg BoT, Partnerships, Vacancies

· Database outputs, eg Addresses for ROs

· Lists of links, eg Genetic Resources Themes for ex situ, Genetic Diversity, Conservation and use, Crops, all species (all broken except NUS), Training

· Link details, not many of these

· Summaries that lead to longer stories, eg PA news

· Access to specific document series, eg PGR News, Regional Newsletters, Annual Report

My feeling is that we could reduce this considerably.

· Introductory information; not much more than a screenful. Links in RH menu

· Longer pages; again not much more than a screenful, but with paging links

· Lists

· Database search

· Database results

· Summaries

As a postscript, many things struck me (anew).

One is the sheer range of information available on IPGRI’s web site. For experienced users this must be a treasure trove. But for first-time browsers I believe its complexity and difficulty of navigation could be off-putting.

Another is the overwhelming range of different “looks and feels”. Diversity is all very well, but users of a web site have a right to expect certain kinds of consistency across all pages. At present the only unifying factors are the frameset and (sometimes) the colours.

Another is that several links are broken. Or less judgementally, they do not take me where I expect to go.

There is a huge amount of duplication, with variations. I suspect this is because nobody has a clear view of what is already present.

Jeremy Cherfas
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